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CONTENTSPRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
Last year, around this time, we were wrapping up 2019 and getting 
excited about 2020. We had hopes for the year ahead and plans for 
what it would hold. As it turns out, we had no way to predict what the 
year would actually hold.

It’s been a challenging year, I won’t deny that. It kind of felt like we 
combined the pandemic of 1918 with the economic downturn of the 
1930s and the racial tensions of the 1960s, all within the span of twelve months. But 2020 has also 
been full of growth, if my personal life and the many conversations I’ve had with others are any 
indication. Breaking out of our routine has forced us to reconsider many aspects of life, including 
what it means to follow Christ.  

In Romans 5:3–4, Paul writes, “We rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 
endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope” (ESV). This verse 
doesn’t encourage us to make light of difficult circumstances or to wish them away—rather, it 
reminds us that some growth is made possible only through struggle. If we allow God, He will use 
the challenges we’re currently facing to make us stronger and refine us into a better likeness of 
Himself. 

God uses His people in powerful ways. This is clear as we look at the past, but it is also clear as we 
look at the present day. God continues to invite us, His creation, into the beautiful story of 
redemption He’s writing every day.

Whether we’re starting the first nursing high school in Honduras, like Larry and Angie Overholt, 
or broadcasting the Gospel over the radio during a time when congregations aren’t able to meet in 
person, like Billy Coppedge, one thing is clear: God loves to see His people serving each other in 
creative ways.

This year has taught us a lot about resilience. At WGM, we’ve watched our global workers respond 
bravely to these recent hardships with a fierce passion for reaching others, whatever it takes. And 
I’d guess you’ve seen similar reactions in the people around you, too. Adversity truly does give us a 
chance to lift God’s name even higher. 
 
I hope the stories in this issue encourage you the way they have me. I hope they show you that even 
though 2020 didn’t go the way we expected it to, the Gospel cannot be quarantined and God is 
still using His people to spread hope in the world. We’ve seen God show up in some really 
incredible ways throughout this season, and we can’t wait to share with you how He’s still at work, 
pursuing the hearts of people everywhere to draw them into His family.

Dr. Dan Schafer
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GOD’S LOVE FULLY ON DISPLAY

�ough COVID-19 has provided challenges for ministry, our global workers haven’t 
stopped looking for creative ways to love others during this time! �ey’ve stepped up 
and reached out, continuing to deepen and build relationships at a time when many 
had to remain physically apart. �ese pages highlight just a few of their social media 
posts showing how they’ve responded to the pandemic. 

“The Center / Peniel Mission / WGM in 
collaboration with Bread of Life Ministries 
and The Emergency Food Bank's Mobile 
Farmers Market is giving away food 
boxes, fruits and vegetables on the first 
Friday of every month free to local 
community members in need.” 

Bob and Lisa Margaron
Stockton, California | April 3

“After three difficult months, we were 
finally able to visit some of our students 
in the community where they live. You 
can't see it through the masks, but we 
are filled with joy today!”

Steve and Kelly Solheim 
Honduras | June 10 

“Tomorrow we will be having another live 
devotional shared from El Sembrador's 
chapel. Please join us on El Sembrador's 
Facebook page at 10:30 AM (Central 
Standard Time).”

Ethan and Ashley Batschelet
Honduras | April 15

“This morning Nathan, Genti, Eda and Luli were 
able to take food to our friends in Metalle. Mandi 
had secured a donation of oats (2 kg per family), 
tea, and jarred baby food of sweet potatoes. We 
were able to supplement these donations (thanks 
to your gifts) and purchased flour, pasta, and rice. 

Seeing these children and their families and 
ministering TOGETHER with our colleagues was 
so good for our souls.”

Nathan and Cydil Waggoner, Albania | April 14

“When God's people work together to 
meet a crisis, His love is fully on display. 
This was distribution to TAPP families. 
Thank You God for making beauty from 
ashes.” 

Justin and Debby Williams
Uganda | April 17

“During this period of restrictions, the 
Christian Union Bible College has been 
shut down like many other schools. But 
there are still 21 of us living on campus 
and we have been enjoying Sunday 
morning worship times together.”

Erica and Benji Jenkins
Papua New Guinea | April 26

“Tohoku Kita • Hokkaido Seikai (basically a holiness 
camp meeting) was held online through Zoom 
yesterday and today. Fun Fun English was the 
special event for the kids this morning, and it went 
really well! Grateful for the invitation to join them, 
grateful for the many who helped us out, and 
grateful for all those who participated in the 
class!”

Holly Muehleisen, Japan | July 24

How have you seen people responding to COVID-19 in ways that are advancing the 
Gospel? Post your pictures and stories on Instagram and tag @worldgospelmission so 

we can celebrate with you!

“Ministry looks a lot different right now 
due to the pandemic, but God wastes 
nothing. One thing we’ve seen is how the 
Church has stepped up to encourage one 
another, love their neighbors and share the 
Gospel in creative ways! Praise be to 
God!”

Darin and Laura Arnott
American Indian Field | April 22
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Kateland Vernon, Staff Writer 

A FUTURE 
TRANSFORMED 
The man standing at the front of a school 
assembly encouraging students not to get 
involved in the gang lifestyle seems like a 
walking contradiction. After all, he used to be a 
leader in a local neighborhood gang in Stockton, 
California. He tells students not to touch the 
drugs he was once in charge of selling. But 
what seems like it should disqualify Napoleon 
is actually what makes him the perfect person to 
speak on the topic. After all, he once sat where 
those students sit today. 

Growing up, Napoleon admired the local drug 
dealers and gang members. “They had the nice 
watches and cars,” he shared in an interview. 
To be recognized and noticed, Napoleon and 
many of his peers thought they had to join a 
gang. And, in many cases, the gang lifestyle was 
all they knew. “My grandfather was a shot caller 
in a prison gang,” Napoleon stated. “My father 
was a shot caller here in a Stockton gang. My 
mom was also part of the gang. This was the 
household, the neighborhood, I grew up in.” 
And he knows his experience is that of many of 
the students he now wants to reach.

When Napoleon was ten years old, he learned 
about The Center, a ministry in Stockton that 
provides a place for youth in the community to 
engage in alternative activities and learn about 

the hope that Jesus offers. Napoleon visited The 
Center but didn’t fully commit to a lifestyle 
change. By fourteen, he had become a gang 
member and was arrested for the first time. It 
would take more than that, though, to make him 
leave the path he was on.  

 

Napoleon steadily worked his way up into a 
leadership position in his gang. But one day, the 
trap house Napoleon was in charge of—where 
drugs were being sold—was seized by the police. 
Napoleon was arrested and found himself in 

“It would take more than that, 
though, to make him leave the path 
he was on.”

A young Napoleon praying at The Center

prison. He had always assumed this day would 
come, because it was a fate shared by many of 
those he looked up to; being in prison, however, 
was harder to come to terms with than he had 
expected it would be. This, he had thought, was 
where his journey would end. That’s when he 
discovered God had been pursuing him all along. 

Letters from Bob Margaron, the World Gospel 
Mission global worker who directed The Center, 
began to arrive at the prison. As Napoleon read 
Bob’s words, he realized that Bob and his wife, 
Lisa, had never given up on him. When he was 
younger, he used to slip out the back door and run 
down the alley whenever he heard Bob was coming 
over to visit his house. “I knew Bob was going to 
give me a lecture,”  he said.  “I was not trying to hear 
that.”  Now, alone in prison, Napoleon clung to the 
very words he used to run away from. 

Ministry hadn’t always been Bob’s life. His life 
experience included alcoholic parents, domestic 
violence, homelessness, and a drug addiction that 
started at the age of eight. Like Napoleon, Bob 
didn’t have high hopes for his future; in fact, he 
had always thought he would die before he turned 
sixteen. He spent a lot of time in and out of jail 
and eventually attempted suicide. God protected 
him, though, and Bob determined to seek out 
transformation and a new future. He met and married 
Lisa, and together they began working at The Center. 

“Now, alone in prison, Napoleon 
clung to the very words he used to 
run away from.”

Bob and Napoleon representing The Center at an event
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Bob’s past experience made him the perfect 
person to reach Napoleon. “We didn’t give up on 
[Napoleon’s] family,” Bob said. “We continued 
to love on that family. And as a result, God 
transformed that family.” While Napoleon was 
in prison, Bob and Lisa continued to minister to 
his mom, who eventually traded her substance 
abuse for a relationship with God. As a result, 
when Napoleon was released from prison, he 
“had a safe home to start over,” he said. 

Following in his mother’s footsteps, Napoleon 
gave up alcohol and drugs and left the gang life. 
He developed a relationship with Jesus Christ 
and underwent a complete transformation. He 
now views it as his calling to help transform the 
community he grew up in. He wants to share 
the hope he’s found with the kids who find 
themselves in the same shoes he was once in. 
The impact he’s making in the neighborhood 
hasn’t gone unnoticed. One of the leaders in 
Napoleon’s former gang informed him that the 
gang members have seen what he is doing, and 
they respect it. Because of his former reputation, 
many of the neighborhood kids still look up to 

“God is showing entire 
communities that He can open 
doors for them.” 

Napoleon. God continues to use Napoleon and 
his history in novel ways to reach those who 
believe they are slated for a grim future.

Through Bob and Napoleon, and others like 
them, God is showing entire communities that 
He can open doors for them. He can provide a 
way into a better future, one full of an abundant 
life that often seems out of reach. And He is 
using people from these communities to break 
the cycle of substance abuse, violence, and 
helplessness. He’s allowing them to take the 
hope they’ve found into their homes and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. And with that hope 
comes lasting transformation. 

ACTION STEPS
PRAY: Ask God to give the community of Stockton strength and guidance. Pray that He would open 
the hearts of gang members and their families to the hope that God provides.

GO: If your heart is to serve in an inner city, perhaps God could be calling you to Stockton. Plan a 
short-term experience volunteering at The Center to help transform lives and hearts for Christ. Join 
what God is doing in California, and see if He has something more for you. 

GIVE: Partner with The Center’s efforts to share Christ’s light and hope with the community of 
Stockton at www.wgm.org/the-center. 

Global Worker Bio: Bob and Lisa Margaron have been serving in Stockton, California, for nearly 
thirty years. Their work at The Center and local schools is a way for them to bring the hope and love 
of Jesus to the youth in the area. Learn more about the Margarons at www.wgm.org/margaron.

in Choluteca and to be part of the team that 
established the first nursing high school in 
Honduras. 

At times, we felt the need to stop and ask God 
what it was He wanted us to do next. We quickly 
learned that we couldn’t know what the next five 
or ten years of ministry held, but God proved 
Himself faithful to reveal one more step, then 
one more. Eventually, God made it clear to us 
that our time in Honduras had come to an end.

“God proved Himself faithful to 
reveal one more step, then one more.”

Larry Overholt | Global Worker in the Americas

ONE MORE STEP

It seems that God never wastes an opportunity 
to build on relationships in our lives. We have no 
control over when or how the seeds of God’s love 
will germinate and grow in others’ hearts. We 
simply know that we must be faithful to plant 
the seeds in the hearts of those He places in our 
paths. Whether our ministry lasts one week or 
forty years, we are often never even aware of the 
impact God has made on people’s lives through us. 

When we left Honduras in March 2020, my 
wife, Angie, and I were certain of only two 
things. First, we knew God would use others to 
continue the ministry He had allowed us to be 
part of over the past forty years. Second, we knew 
that we weren’t finished doing His work yet. 

Since our journey to Honduras began in 1980, 
we had been blessed to be involved in a variety of 
ministries in both El Sembrador and Choluteca. 
Through Sunday school, discipleship classes, and 
involvement in school activities, we fell deeper 
in love with Honduras and with serving there. 

We spent a lot of time getting to know our 
neighbors and the people in the community, 
which helped us determine what programs and 
outreach ministries were needed. God opened 
the door for us to help start a vocational school 

Angie talking with Margarita, the nursing school 
coordinator
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As we settle into our new roles with WGM 
here in the U.S., several people from our years 
in Honduras come to mind. First is Addis 
Gonzales, a young man in the church plant 
at San Jerónimo when we started working in 
the community several years ago. I had the 
honor of baptizing Addis in the river nearby. 
He then attended our auto mechanics program 
at the vocational school and graduated in our 
first class of mechanics in 2008. Rather than 
accept a prestigious opportunity to work in 
another part of the country, Addis stayed home 
and served as co-pastor to the church. He 
continued pastoral training in our extension 

Bible Institute in Choluteca. Imagine our 
excitement when Addis agreed to teach in 
the vocational school, helping carry on the 
ministry that we have been so deeply invested 
in. Like us, Addis also found himself looking 
to God to reveal each next step ahead of him. 

Maribel Estrada was another young person 
God prepared to help expand the ministry in 
Choluteca. When Maribel was seventeen, we 
invited her to come live with us so she wouldn’t 
have to live by herself, and she soon became like a 
daughter to us. We encouraged her and watched 
her grow as her interest in science eventually led 
her to obtain a doctorate in microbiology. 

“Maribel eventually began to teach 
science labs in the nursing school 
and became a counselor for the 
nursing school students.”

What now?
PRAY: Maybe you’re unsure what’s next. 
Maybe you don’t know where to go from here. 
Ask God to reveal to you the next step that 
He has for you, like He did for the Overholts.

GO: If you feel led to serve in a specific 
country, maybe God is putting that desire 
on your heart! We would like to help you 
find your place in God’s story of redemption. 
Learn more at www.wgm.org/get-involved.

At the same time, we took joy in watching her 
grow in her faith. Following God’s lead one 
step at a time, Maribel eventually began to 
teach science labs in the nursing school and 
became a counselor for the nursing school 
students. She also serves as a pastor of Shalom 
Church along with her husband, David Ortiz. 

Now that we have returned to the States, God is 
slowly making the next step of our future with 
WGM clear. We will be part of a team of veteran 
global workers who help support other global 
workers. While it’s been difficult to leave behind 
the country we have called home for the past 
forty years, it is encouraging to know that God 
will not leave His work there unfinished. Just as 
He called us to Honduras, He has now called 
others to find their place in what He is doing 
there. And we’re excited to see what they do.

Author Bio: Larry Overholt and his wife, Angie, 
have served as global workers in Honduras 
for forty years. They are now transitioning into 
leadership roles here in the States and are eager 
to see how the Lord will lead them.  

“It is encouraging to know that 
God will not leave His work there 
unfinished.”

Larry speaking during an anniversary celebration

Larry, Angie, and Maribel with the students and personnel 
of the first year of the operation of the nursing school (2017)

Addis (left) and Larry (right) performing a baptism

Maribel ’s  s tudents  anxiously  await ing their 
Microbiology exam scores

1 0
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BOOKS
Personal & Small 
Group Studies

MISSION RESOURCES
While 2020 likely turned out very di�erently than you imagined it would, ministry is still 

happening around the world! God is still calling people to go and to partner with those He has 
called. As you think about how to take part in the Great Commission, we have put together a list of 

some of our favorite mission resources.
 www.wgm.org/mission-resources

PODCASTS WEBSITES

Western Christians in 
Global Mission by Paul Borthwick

Missions Pulse
A collaboration of real, raw stories from 
Christian workers living abroad.

Responses from missionaries and organization 
leaders to many common questions related to 
serving in missions.

Prayercast.com

AskaMissionary.com

ALifeOverseas.com

A podcast to help listeners know 
God’s heart and how they can join 
with what He is doing around the 
world.

Global Missions Podcast

Learn proven strategies for 
effective poverty alleviation.

Spiritual Survival Handbook
for Cross-Cultural 
Workers by Robert S. Miller 

When Helping Hurts 
by Steve Corbett

 

A video and discussion-based tool designed for 
small groups to discuss God’s plan for the world 
and how to take an active role.

GOer Groups: A video series addressing the 
major questions and barriers students have as    
they pursue cross-cultural missions.

Xplore: A seven-lesson small group study 
discovering the biblical theme of God’s global 
purpose and the task remaining.

GoMobilize: A study tool to help engage and 
mobilize others to serve in missions.

MomentumYES.com

Mobilization.org

How to be spiritually prepared for
cross-cultural ministry.

How Western Christians can 
partner with Christians around the 
world to engage in missions.

A program that helps 
Christ-followers engage in the 
Great Commission, both at home 
and around the world.

A free video library featuring prayer videos 
from virtually every country.
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In any situation, plans can get completely derailed. 
It is how we respond to that change and uncertainty, 
however, that reveals who we think God is and 
where we place our trust. The following is a story 
the Arnott family sent out that speaks to the ways 
they saw God work when the plans of a visiting 
ministry team changed overnight.

Amazing things can happen when we let go of 
our plans and expectations and let God bring 
about His perfect plan! 

In March 2020, we welcomed a mission team 
from Indiana to our home on the American 
Indian Field (AIF). We had carefully planned 
their itinerary, meals, and accommodations. 
However, one of the best things about hosting 
a mission team is watching how God brings all 
the details together. This means that we must 
always be flexible with our plans. 

Laura Arnott | Global Worker on the AIF

GOD’S FAITHFULNESS AMIDST 
UNCERTAINTY

“What started as panic God 
quickly transformed into peace.”

“It is truly a wonderful thing when 
we can join together in the work 
of the Lord, with no expectations 
except to see the Lord orchestrate 
His perfect plan!”

So it began. The Wednesday evening before the 
team was set to fly out of Chicago, we received a 
phone call that a snowstorm had caused O’Hare 
airport to cancel all flights, including our team’s 
flight set for 7:30 a.m. Thursday morning! 
What started as panic God quickly transformed 
into peace. We knew God was in control and 
that He had great plans in store.

After some travel adjustments, the team finally 
arrived a full twenty-four hours later than 
expected! Upon their arrival, the first thing we 
noticed was the positive attitude of all of the 
team members. They had open hearts and a 
beautiful willingness to dive into whatever they 
were asked to do. And through their openness 
and obedience, the Lord certainly did great 
things! Through community outreach, work 
projects, prayer, testimonies, personal one-on-
one conversations, and children’s activities, the 
love of Jesus was shown in the several villages 
of the Tohono O’odham Nation.

As a team, we enjoyed quiet fellowship with 
the Lord each morning, followed by sweet 
fellowship with one another. This set the tone 
each day and helped us prepare to share genuine 
love with every person we encountered.

It was awesome to hear testimonies of how the 
delay actually allowed for some God-ordained 
meetings for several of the team members. It 
is truly a wonderful thing when we can join 
together in the work of the Lord, with no 
expectations except to see the Lord orchestrate 
His perfect plan!

ACTION STEPS
PRAY: In what ways are you struggling to 
trust God right now? What are some ways 
you have seen God’s faithfulness in the past, 
especially when things haven’t gone your way? 
What are you being called to do to help those 
around you? Ask God to give you peace and 
an openness to do whatever will bring Him 
the most glory.

Give: Support a short-term mission 
experience. You never know how God will 
use an opportunity like this one to shape 
someone’s worldview.

GO: Visit a missionary from your church! 
Connect through a video call or see if you 
could plan a trip to see them in person. Ask 
them about their experiences serving others 
and see what you can learn.

The testimony of the Arnott family speaks to the fact 
that no matter what changes around us, God truly 
is in control and working all things for good, even 
when we don’t understand what that is at the time. 
It is always important that we remember to turn 
our eyes to Jesus, trust that He is faithful, and stay 
open to the ways we can answer God’s call to love 
those He brings us in contact with.

Author Bio: Laura Arnott is originally from 
Nappanee, Indiana, but now lives in the 
Southwest region of the United States where 
she serves on the AIF alongside her husband, 
Darin, and their son, Andrew.

Mealtime during one community outreach event. 

Young and energetic helpers working with the team to 
build new outdoor benches for the church!

The team took time for a short hike at a nearby national park.
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Billy and Joanna Coppedge | Missionaries in Uganda

RADIO GOSPEL: 
AN UNEXPECTED RESPONSE 
TO COVID-19
We had a problem.  
 
Our ministry partners in Uganda, the leaders 
and pastors of Africa Gospel Church (AGC), 
were grounded at home under COVID-19 
restrictions. With limited (or more often, no) 
access to online technology and resources, the 
AGC pastors were struggling to know how to 
tend to their flocks. How could they shepherd 
their sheep, feed their people, and encourage 
families if no one was allowed to meet together 
in person or able to connect online? 

 

Remember the story of Jesus feeding the 5,000? 
How did Jesus respond when the disciples 
recommended sending the hungry crowds away 
to get food? 

“You give them something to eat,” Jesus said 
(Mark 6:37 NIV).

With those words, Jesus was inviting his 
disciples to change their ministry paradigm. 
Rather than do what they had planned or what 
might have been expected, Jesus was proposing 
an alternative solution—a solution that involved 
the disciples partnering alongside Him and a 
generous young boy. 

In similar ways, Jesus has invited us as the 
missionaries alongside the leaders of AGC 
to re-think our ministry paradigm amidst the 
COVID-19 lockdown realities. The solution 
to AGC’s shepherding challenge has come in 
the form of radio broadcasting. For many years, 
Jonathan Mayo, the WGM Uganda Area Team 
Leader, and the AGC leaders have dreamed 
of getting the Good News of Jesus Christ 
and the message of wholistic transformation 
on radio. For while limited internet access 
remains a real challenge in Uganda, radio 
has long been a favorite form of media in the 
country. But the timing of getting AGC on 
air has never been quite right—until now.    
 

In faith that God would provide as we 
ventured forward, we began exploring ways to 
get several of the key AGC leaders on radio 
every weekend. Just like with the disciples, we 
needed partners, and God provided. Kenneth 
and Delight Hopson, also WGM Uganda 
missionaries, manage The Print Shop in 
Uganda. And when they heard about the 
possibility of reaching AGC communities via 
radio, God touched their hearts to get involved 
by helping to provide some of the initial funding. 

“How could they shepherd their 
sheep, feed their people, and 
encourage families if no one was 
allowed to meet together in person 
or able to connect online?”

“Just like with the disciples, we
needed partners, and God provided.”

AGC pastors and their wives broadcasting over the radio

To our amazement, just like the loaves and 
fish, God has multiplied our working together. 
By listening to the questions and comments 
that have been called in each week after the 
broadcasts, our church leaders have been able 
to adjust and adapt their messages to address 
real needs in the community. For example, 
they had decided to devote two broadcasts 
to the issue of marriage during COVID-19, 
but after the response from the first week, 
they realized it was such a hot topic that we 
planned a whole month of episodes on helping 
husbands and wives learn how to love each other 
and God better during these stress-filled days.  
 

The continued response has been more than 
we anticipated. Each week we receive reports of 
how God has used the radio preaching over the 
weekend to touch lives, draw people to Himself, 
reconcile marriages, and bring transformation 
to families that are struggling with hard 
questions and unprecedented circumstances.  

This is certainly not the ministry strategy that 
we had planned for 2020, but we are praising 
Jesus for a paradigm-changing partnership that 
has allowed people in Ugandan communities 
to hear and experience the transforming grace 

“Each week we receive reports 
of how God has used the radio 
preaching.”

What now?
PRAY: Ask God to anoint these Africa 
Gospel Church leaders as they preach on the 
radio each week. Join us in praying that Jesus 
would give us wisdom in developing this 
radio ministry in ways that could contribute 
to God reviving Uganda through his Holy 
Spirit.

Give: Through partnership with allies such 
as Kenneth and Delight Hopson at The 
Print Shop, and others, this radio outreach 
has become a reality. Is God inviting you 
to join this radio partnership? Will you be 
a part of Jesus’ radio solution to Uganda’s 
COVID-19 challenges? You can contribute at  
www.wgm.org/evangelism.  

of Jesus Christ. Hallelujah! Praise God Forever!

Author Bio: Billy and Joanna Coppedge, along 
with their five children, have served with WGM 
in Uganda since 2006. Their passion is the use 
of biblical storytelling to bring about heart 
transformation. 
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In March 2020, like many people, global workers Josie Ellis and Andrea Linn found themselves at a 
crossroads. They were both preparing to go to Spain, building their team of ministry partners while on 
homeland ministry assignment (HMA) when the pandemic broke out. With travel on hold for the indefinite 
future, they were unsure when they’d be able to resume serving in Spain.  

That’s when Josie and Andrea received a unique opportunity: beginning their ministry online now, while 
they were still building their ministry partner team at home. The teachers they’d worked with on previous 
trips to Spain were overwhelmed and needed help. When they asked Josie and Andrea if they could help with a 
class to give them a break, the two global workers jumped at the chance to get involved before ever arriving in 
Spain. They think this new arrangement has the possibility to change how ministry is done in the future, and 
in a recent interview, they shared with us all about their experience and what God has been teaching them.  

Kateland Vernon | Staff Writer 

CROSS-CULTURAL MINISTRY 
FROM HOME: INNOVATING 
DURING COVID-19 

Where do you serve?
Josie: We’re based in two cultural centers, one downtown in an eastern city in Spain, 
and one in a largely Arabic-speaking city thirty minutes away by train. We also serve 
at a local church.

What does your ministry look like?
Josie: Right now, we’re teaching online Sunday school to children between the ages 
of nine and thirteen (along with the occasional five-year-old).

Andrea: When we’re in Spain, we’ll divide our time between teaching Sunday school 
at the church and serving at the cultural centers, which offer many programs for North 
African immigrants, including English and Spanish classes, activities for children, 
theater programs, bicycle and soccer clubs, crafts, homework club, and youth groups. 

Josie: After the cultural centers gained traction, the leaders opened an Arabic church 
so the locals could invite their friends to hear God’s Word in their heart language. 
The people they had formed relationships with through their classes at the center, 
they could now invite to cookouts and church services. It’s the only church in the area 
that addresses the language barrier in this way.

What kind of impact have you seen from teaching so far, whether 
during this season or previous missions service? 
Josie: The biggest thing for me is relationships. It’s been great to notice that those 
relationships I formed in the past are still there and to see how the kids have gotten 
older. I’ve loved being able to be a part of their lives for so long and to tell them that 
God loves them and cares about them.  

Andrea: I’ve only been to Spain one time, for three months. But when we started 
teaching the kids online, it was really special to me that they still recognized me. I 
think that speaks to how much we have valued relationship within the ministry we 
work with in Spain. Even though I haven’t seen the kids for a long time, and they’re 
all older and have new experiences under their belt and new people they’ve met, they 
still remembered me. And they were still open and willing to chat with us, sharing 
with us what’s going on during this really hard time. I think that was nice, too, just 
that consistency of, “I still get a chance to see you. You won’t forget me.” And we could 
dive back in where we left off. So I know that when we go back, our relationships will 
be a lot stronger because of it.  

This whole situation has made me think, “Why haven’t we done this before?” Even 
after COVID, we can still keep connecting online. Distance isn’t the same thing it 
used to be, thanks to technology.
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ACTION STEPS
PRAY: Lift up the global workers who have been navigating schedules that are out of their 
control. Pray for God to direct their steps and provide unique opportunities for them. And 
pray for global workers currently on HMA, that they will be surrounded by a team of partners 
who are passionate about their ministry.

GO: If you’re not sure what to do next, try thinking about your situation from a new perspective. 
Is there room for innovation? If you’re planning to serve with a team—or currently do—ask 
them what needs you could meet right where you are, even from home.

Give: Our global workers are always looking to invite people to their team who are 
excited about what God is doing around the world. Visit www.wgm.org/ellis and  
www.wgm.org/linn to see how you can partner with Josie and Andrea today!

2 1

How has God used this unexpected time to prepare you for when 
you’re in Spain? 
Andrea: I hope that when the kids look back on this that they can say, “We were able 
to connect with people from around the world.” That’s something that we’ll always 
be able to share. It would have been very easy to look at this time and have a lot of 
questions. To say, “The world is shutting down. It’s on pause. Is this the right next 
step? Did I misunderstand what was supposed to happen? Am I doing the right 
thing?” Instead, it gave us an outlet to say, “Even in this moment of hardship, God is 
still opening doors and giving us an opportunity to be a part of the ministry He wants 
us to be a part of.” There’s a lot of reassurance that comes with that.

Josie: If I would have been just doing HMA during this time of COVID, I could 
have felt very discouraged. I could have thought, “It’s taking forever to get to Spain. 
Everything’s slowed down, and nothing’s going the way we thought it would go.” 
But I have this sense of hope, because I’m getting to do what I love. I’m getting to be 
there with my students, and I’m getting to talk to them. So there’s that new hope of, 
“Okay, we can go through this. We can keep going so that we can get there and be 
there with them in person.” I’ve loved the experience of getting to sit with them and 
let them know that we care. When we get there, the students will already know we 
care. They know we’re excited about coming. And that’s given me hope. 

Has this given you some new insights into aspects of ministry you 
didn’t realize would be part of life in Spain? 
Josie: It’s been interesting looking into the lives of the people that are there full-time 
and being able to realize that right now, we’re the relief crew. We’re coming in and 
saying, “We’re going to help out and take some of the weight off of your shoulders 
so that you can have some breathing room.”

Andrea: That’s the good thing about the team that is there. Everybody was so willing 
to help out and so willing to jump in and lend a hand, and I’m excited because we can 
do that now for them, too. I won’t be going alone. I love that Josie is going, too. And 
that it won’t just be us. There’s a whole team there that has been serving for a while 
and are willing to help us, mentor us, guide us, and teach us. And, on the flipside, we 
also have that back home with WGM. Through all of this quarantine, there’s always 
been somebody from WGM checking up on us. So it’s been really nice to know that 
we have that support on all sides.   

Josie: I’ve been putting myself in the mindset of, “It’s going to be hard sometimes.” 
But also knowing that I love this. And I still love doing it. Whether online or in-
person, it doesn’t matter—I’m still passionate about it.

Global Worker Bios:

Josie Ellis fell in love with Spain while serving there one summer. She plans to return 
for a longer period of time to continue working with an organization that provides 
education to North African immigrants in the areas of language and necessary skills. 

Andrea Linn realized she wanted to serve in Spain after a three-month internship 
there. She has a heart for making the transition to a new culture easier for refugees 
and immigrants and looks forward to returning to Spain as soon as possible.
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DECEMBER
Let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father who is in heaven.
Matthew 5:16 (ESV)

As you seek to be transformed by God, gather pictures of the people you know 
who are also seeking this change. Global workers, family, friends—lift them to 
the Lord and ask that their impact would spread outward for the Father’s glory. 

JANUARY
�e steps of a man are established by the LORD, when he delights in his way. 

Psalm 37:23 (ESV)

Make a list of the resources God has blessed you with. Pray over that list, asking 
God to reveal anything you need to surrender as you enter this new year. Pray 
that He will align your heart with His as you seek to walk forward in His will. 

FEBRUARY
Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children. Live 
a life �lled with love, following the example of Christ.
Ephesians 5:1–2 (NLT)

Pull up a map of your community and pray for your neighbors, local schools, 
nonpro�ts, and churches, asking God to reveal ways He wants you to reach out 
to them. Pray for opportunities to share Christ’s love with others.

MARCH
Our children will also serve him. Future generations will hear about the wonders of 

the LORD.

Psalm 22:30 (NLT)

Visit wgm.org/content-map, choose a country, and pray for the future 
generations who will serve there. Ask that the Lord will raise up mentors for 

them now who will be able to help lead them.

APRIL
What you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses entrust to faithful 

men who will be able to teach others also.
2 Timothy 2:2 (ESV)

As you read the news or scroll through social media, lift up leaders around the 
world, asking God to guide them. Pray for global workers in training to become 

leaders, that they would be �lled with His Spirit as they take part in the Great 
Commission.

MAY
Teach me to do your will, for you are my God; may your good Spirit lead me on level 

ground.
Psalm 143:10 (NIV)

Pray over your calendar, submitting the days ahead to the Lord. Pray for the 
strength to overcome any obstacles you encounter and to keep you walking in 

His will.

PRAYER GUIDE 
2020/2021
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www.wgm.org/global-20

Partner with WGM to recruit, train, and send 
more missionaries by supporting the  

Global Impact Fund at


