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Success requires failure.

Accepting that reality required a complete mindset change for
me several years ago. Since that shift in my thinking, I’ve seen
exponential growth in countless ministries around the world,
but failure and learning opportunities remain generously
sprinkled in among those successes. Without taking risks—
knowing we’d fail occasionally—we’d never have succeeded.
Getting comfortable with routinely failing is essential to God’s
positioning us to succeed greatly.
Around 50 years ago in Papua New Guinea, a child named Janet
was born prematurely. Her mother didn’t know how to care for
such a fragile baby. It was at that time, a WGM missionary
came into the picture and helped Janet’s mother care for her,
saving Janet’s life. Today, Janet leads a local women’s group in
her church and is married to one of the area pastors.
In McAllen, Texas, there are people crossing the U.S. border to
pursue the hope of a better tomorrow. Some of these people
will encounter WGM missionaries Nathanael and Nicole
Sommers, who offer a hope greater than the one associated
with changing your earthly citizenship—the hope only found
in Christ that can radically change the hearts of people.
But what if these missionaries had decided the cynics were
right—it’s too risky to go to the mission field. I might fail or not
have what it takes to succeed! Maybe they won’t believe me or
listen to what I say (Exodus 4:1). See, if they hadn’t gone, they’d
never have to tell people how a ministry didn’t work or an idea
didn’t pan out. They’d never have to admit failure.
But, if they hadn’t gone, we would not have seen Janet’s son be
baptized—a result of seeds being planted by WGM missionaries
decades ago; and we wouldn’t have seen the radical way the
hope of Christ can transform an immigrant’s life.
The stories that follow show us people who took bold steps of
faith, following God and spreading the hope we find in Him.
These are people who didn’t let the fear of failure stop them.
They know that without the failures, we’ll never find God’s
best for us and for His people.
In His service,

Dr. Dan Schafer
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Where to begin…			
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decades of god's work…
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Bonnie gouge | WGM MISSIONARY

GENERATIONAL
FAITH
Throughout history, God has worked in
families and used families for His kingdom.
Genesis shows us how He moved through
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. I have had the
privilege of watching my daughter Veronica
Porter as she and her husband, Seth, along
with their four children, serve God in Papua
New Guinea. What I didn’t expect on my
recent trip to PNG was to hear Janet’s story
of how God has worked in her family.
Decades ago, God began a work in Janet
and her mother through another WGM
missionary. Today, we are privileged to see
God continuing to move through her and,
now, her children.
I was in PNG April through June 2018 to help
after a 7.5 magnitude earthquake damaged my
daughter’s home. Veronica’s family lives in a
remote, mountainous area of PNG, serving
the Lord and loving the people.
I joined my husband, Ron, as well as our
granddaughter Veronica Salto, who was
named for her aunt. Together we spent two
months helping the Porters repair their
house that the earthquake had knocked off
its support pillars, doing extensive damage.
After a lot of hard work, the Porters were
finally able to move back into their house.
Then God opened doors for each of us to
serve Him, using our own unique gifts and
talents.

“Throughout history, God
has worked in families
and used families
for His kingdom.”
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My daughter asked if I would be willing to
share with the women in a one-day retreat.
She and I prepared and planned to share
with 12 to 15 women in the district who are
leaders in their churches. They would be
equipped to go back to their local churches
and share what they had learned.
The day of the retreat dawned cloudy with
light showers. We watched the clock as
the starting time came and went, but very
few women had arrived. Slowly, they did
eventually arrive, carrying their umbrellas.
The rain stopped, but the women did not.
They came from distant churches and from
the mountains, walking barefoot on the
muddy mountain paths. We realized that
our small, intimate group of leaders had
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become a large group of about 50 women
wanting to learn.

At that moment, Janet stood up and shared
her story.

As we talked about the different stages in a
woman's life and applied it to life in PNG, I
said, "Tell me how you saw God work in your
life when you were a child.”

“I was born at home in this area, about two
months early. I was too weak to eat, and my
mother didn’t know how to care for one
so little who could not suck. But God sent
missionary nurses just in time. They took me
into their home and fed me, and they taught
my mother how to care for me. Then, when
I went home, they checked on me every day.
They saved my life. And I know that it was
God who preserved my life. I see His hand in
my life as such a young infant.”

“We realized that our
small, intimate group of
leaders had become
a large group of about
50 women wanting
to learn."

Later, Veronica shared with me that as a
child, Janet’s prayer and hope had been that
she would marry a pastor. God answered
Janet’s prayers, and she married Stanley,

who is pastoring the local church next door
to Seth and Veronica. Janet serves with her
husband, sharing the message of Christ,
working in the church and the community.
Janet is the leader of the mama group in
her local church. God is working, and lives
are being touched—including Janet’s son,
Winter.
We saw more evidence of God’s work in PNG
when we had the privilege to see 51 people
take a step of faith through baptism. On
our first Sunday in PNG, we drove about 25
minutes to a church. Joining the believers,
we walked along a road toward the creek.
Then we began a roughly 20-minute slip and
slide down a muddy hillside until we came
to the dammed-up creek.
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After a time of singing, three pastors waded
into the water. Three by three, 51 whiterobed new believers joined the pastors,
stepping lightly into the creek, making their
professions of faith, and following the Lord
in baptism.
Among those 51 was one of Janet’s children—
Winter—who wanted to commit himself to
the Lord in a new way.
Hallelujah! God continues to work in PNG.
Decades ago, He used WGM missionary
nurses to spare the life of a premature baby

“God works throughout
the different stages of
our lives and uses us for
His kingdom.”

girl. He drew her to Himself and called her
to serve Him. Janet’s children’s lives have
been impacted by her faithfulness, by the
influence of WGM missionaries like the
Porters, and by God’s goodness and love. Yes,
God works throughout the different stages of
our lives and uses us for His kingdom.

“God’s work always has
lasting repercussions—
often, for generations.”

G o d ’s w o r k a l w a y s h a s l a s t i n g
repercussions—often, for generations.
The work God is doing in your life will be
felt not only by you but also by those who
come behind you. Are you letting Him do
that work in your life? How will your life
impact the generations to come?

bonnie gouge and her husband, Ron, live
in Kentucky. They have served in Bolivia,
Argentina, and in regional leadership in
South America.

ACTION STEPS
PRAY:

Pray for God’s anointing on
Janet in her role as the pastor’s wife and
as leader of the mother’s group at her
local church. Pray that God will give her
wisdom and grace in all she does.

GIVE: Storytelling is how information is

passed on in PNG. To reach Papuans, we
must adapt our methods. You can support
a vital ministry that offers solar-powered
audio Bibles. Even if someone can’t read,
they can still hear the Good News of Christ
through this ministry. You can financially
support this by going to
www.wgm.org/solar-bibles-png.

Go: It’s stories like Janet’s that move

people to action—stories of transformation
because someone, decades ago, cared for
her and her mother. God needs people
just like you to go—maybe a week, a
month, or a year—and be His hands and
feet to the people of PNG. Take the next
step at www.wgm.org/serve.
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Angela Olsen and Connor Owen | Staff Writers
Nathanael Sommers | Missionary, Texas/Mexico Border

Hope at the Border
What is hope worth to you? For one mother
and her two children, it was worth a 1,200mile walk from Guatemala to McAllen, Texas.
That’s roughly the same mileage a family may
travel on vacation going from Indiana to the
southern tip of Florida. The only difference is
this trio didn’t fly in a plane with snacks and
drinks and a clean restroom. They walked and
had only what they could carry.

P

Hope is at the root of stories like this—hope
for a new life; hope to escape violence or
poverty; or the hope this mother had that a
man in Northern Texas, the father of one of
her children, will care for the three of them
in an unfamiliar place.
McAllen, Texas is home to Nathanael and
Nicole Sommers, WGM missionaries living on
the Texas/Mexico border. The Sommerses are
active in several ministries: street evangelism,
a Christian school, a community center with
popular soccer programs, and Sparrow’s Nest—a
clothing pantry that helps provide for the
physical needs of mothers and young children.
Nathanael is also on staff at a local church.

McALLEN, TEXAS
uPopulation: 140,000
u Located 3.5 hours south of San Antonio, Texas
u On the border of Texas and Mexico
uServes as a major port of entry from Mexico

into the U.S.
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While doing street evangelism, Nathanael
and Nicole often have a mere 15 minutes to
offer the hope of Christ to immigrants—
many of whom move frequently for
various reasons.

spend with these people are crucial. Not
only must they be able to communicate
the Gospel concisely, but they must also
do it in a way that truly connects with each
person, including
speaking through
tremendous
“JUST TO HEAR SOMEBODY LOVE
cultural barriers.

Mexico is an easy
country to get
into from around
ON HER, WITHOUT EXPECTATION
the world, and
How do you
. . . THAT'S A MESSAGE THAT
McAllen offers
reach people in
OVERCOMES ALL BARRIERS.”
easy access into
15 minutes, many of
the United States.
whom come from
Therefore, the
different cultures?
Sommerses meet people from all over the
Nathanael shared about that struggle
world. Recently, they saw 30 Romanian
and said, “The Holy Spirit has to speak
immigrants cross into McAllen, which
through you in an amazing way.”
isn’t something many of us would
Nathanael spoke about the woman who
typically expect.
walked to Texas from Guatemala and
The 15 minutes Nathanael and Nicole
about the need to build relationships
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with people like her—people who are
seeking out hope—and to show them,
“There is eternal hope to be found.” He
also shared:
“When she’s going through this, she’s in a
vulnerable state. And just to hear somebody
love on her, without expectation, without
having anything in mind other than I
am here to serve you because God loves
me and God loves you and has grace that
is just abounding. That’s a message that
overcomes all barriers.”
This love Nathanael speaks of is the
love that Scripture commands us to
offer. “Love your neighbor as yourself”
(Mark 12:31 NIV). “Do not forget to show
hospitality to strangers” (Hebrews 13:2
NIV). “Love does no harm to a neighbor.
Therefore love is the fulfillment of the
law” (Romans 13:10 NIV).
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In our politically divided country, it’s easy to be
drawn to one side or the other. But that isn’t what
Christ commanded us to do. He doesn’t tell us to get
down in the trenches and fight the other side. He
tells us to love.
Nathanael stated, “There’s such a lack of
understanding that these are actually people who
have real experiences and emotions and feelings,
and it makes it easy to think in terms of politic[s] if
you don’t have any experience with people.” He then
added, “Just come and visit, and I’ll introduce you to
some people that will blow your mind.”

“COME AND VISIT, AND I'LL
INTRODUCE YOU TO SOME
PEOPLE THAT WILL BLOW
YOUR MIND.”

The pursuit of hope may not take you on a 1,200-mile
walk. But maybe someone you know needs the hope
that’s worth a cross-country-by-foot trek. Nathanael
and Nicole are proof that in 15 short minutes, you
can open doors for discipling others and sharing the
eternal hope that is found in Christ.

NATHANAEL AND NICOLE SOMMERS live in McAllen, Texas
on the Texas/Mexico border. You can follow their journey at
www.facebook.com/sommersintexas.

ACTION STEPS
PRAY:

Pray that the Spirit will use Nathanael
and Nicole and that they will be sensitive to the
movement of the Spirit. Pray also that the hearts of
those listening will be receptive to the eternal hope
Jesus offers.

GO: Take your team, co-workers, friends, or family

to McAllen to see this vibrant ministry in person.
It’s through going to places like this that we begin to
understand that these are people just like us. If you’re
willing to go and are obedient to God, you can be used
to spread His hope in places like McAllen.

GIVE: When we give food to the hungry and clothes

to those in need, we are giving not only to them but
to Christ Himself (Matthew 25). The Sparrow’s Nest
provides for the physical needs of families through
food, clothing, and school supplies at a very low cost.
You can support this ministry and provide food and
clothes to those who need them in McAllen by giving
online at www.wgm.org/sparrows-nest.
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wounds. She struggled to eat, was tearful,
would not make eye contact, rarely spoke,
and relied on her sister to answer questions
(I did not even realize she spoke English).
These wounds could not be sewn together
and repaired in a few hours’ time in an
operating room.

Dr. Andrea Parker | Missionary, Kenya
Photos by: Julie Ganey | Missionary, Kenya

Healing through
Community

Diana has a beautiful smile, but it was
months before I was able to see it. Her smile
is not one of naivete or ignorance or denial.
Her smile is that of someone who knows the
love of God in a real way.
During Diana’s first few weeks at Tenwek
Hospital, we began to hear parts of her story.
She had been injured by a man who was
not her husband, as she was not married.
And it was not the first time—she had
old scars. We prayed for her on our team
rounds and spent time with her later. We
16

felt a deep desire for her to know her worth,
both to us and to a God who loves her with
an incomprehensibly immense love. We
wanted her to know that she was deeply
cherished. Over the course of those few
weeks, she came to know the radical love of
Jesus who cares so profoundly for each of us.
I first met Diana when she was admitted to
Tenwek Hospital in August with severe head
injuries, deep cuts through the skin and bone
such that the brain was visible, as well as
multiple other deep cuts and injuries to her
back and arms and amputation of two of her
fingers. These were violent injuries, clearly
meant to cause serious damage or death.
As her wounds were washed and repaired, we
began to see the severity of her nonphysical

talk and process the situation, and hearing
her fears. They prayed, shared Scripture,
and sang songs with Diana before her
discharge. Arrangements were made for
women from a Tabitha group nearby to visit
Diana at her home. I am so very grateful for
the time these women spent pouring into
the life of another woman.

As we eventually began to make plans
A few months after Diana left the hospital,
for her discharge from the hospital, we
Julie, Peris, and I had the
had questions. Was it
opportunity to visit Diana in
safe for her to return
“The wounds Diana
her home along with several
home? Did she have a
had
could
not
be
sewn
women from Tabitha who
community to support
together and repaired
her? How could she
had joined us at various
in a few hours’ time in
points on Diana’s journey.
better understand who
an operating room.”
We met her parents and
Jesus is and how God
children and had a beautiful
can work in her life?
time of hearing Diana’s story. She related
Before Diana left the hospital, I reached
that in the moment she was escaping her
out to WGM missionary Linda Spriegel
abuser, fearing for her life, she cried out to
and to Peris Rotich, the two women who
God that He would forgive her and forgive
began Tabitha Ministry. Tabitha started out
the man hurting her. She said she had heard
of a home Bible study and has grown to a
about Jesus all her life but had never known
network of thousands of women learning
Him until she was in the hospital.
the Bible and caring for one another.
As women from Tabitha visited Diana,
Diana and her family told us of the many
including WGM missionary Julie Ganey,
ways in which God intervened on her behalf
they were able to share personal experiences
that day and the way He has changed her life
and situations to encourage Diana in her
since. She talked about God’s work in her life,
newfound faith. They spent hours with her,
including the way that He has miraculously
acknowledging her trauma, allowing her to
taken away her fear, nightmares, anger,
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TABITHA MINISTRY
u
The ministry began in 2006 with Linda

“The love shared through
this vibrant and caring
community brought Diana’s
smile back to her face.”

and Peris meeting with two illiterate
women for Bible study.

u
Today, over 2,000 women in 235 villages

meet weekly to study God’s Word.

u Many attendees are widows and live

in extreme poverty.

u
Missionaries Linda Spriegel and Julie

Ganey write the weekly studies.

u The content is translated into Kipsigis

and shared by over 600 leaders.

u
These studies are now being used not

only by women but by men and youth too.

u
By memorizing Scripture, women

are rewarded with a Bible.

u
Over the years, more than 10,000

women have been awarded Bibles
for memorizing Scripture.

u
Women are also assisted in purchasing

seeds and fertilizer and are helped through
the process of receiving start-up loans.

u
Through this, many women have been

empowered to change their families and
communities.

bitterness, and shame. We shared chai and
songs and prayer and hugs.
I will not pretend to understand why these
things happen or why sometimes evil seems
to prevail in this world. Nor do I want to
naively overlook or simplify the trauma
that Diana or others have experienced.
But I do know that God’s work in her life is
obvious. It’s through the community forged
in settings like the Tabitha Ministry that
healing comes to those in the body of Christ.
18

The love shared through this vibrant and
caring community brought Diana’s smile
back to her face. And thanks to the love
shown to Diana, I was able to realize just
how beautiful her smile is.

DR. ANDREA PARKER l i ves a n d wo rk s

with her husband, Dr. Bob Parker, and
daughter, Madison, at Tenwek Hospital
in Kenya. You can find them online at
www.facebook.com/tenwekparker.

ACTION STEPS

PRAY: Tabitha Ministry can lift women out
of poverty and difficult circumstances. Pray
for leaders who will encourage, empower, and
teach these women about the love of God.

GO:

This ministry began 13 years ago as one
Bible study. Now, with over 2,000 women

meeting weekly, we see so many women who
are eager to be discipled to become like Christ.
If you want to join the work happening in
Kenya, visit www.wgm.org/kenya.

GIVE:

Just $8 can buy a Bible for a woman
who does not yet have access to one. Or $250
can help build a home for a family involved
with this ministry. Learn how you can use the
money God has entrusted to you by giving to
the Tabitha Ministry at www.wgm.org/tabitha.
19

ALEX GERGLEY | STAFF WRITER

Six Ways to pray for your missionaries
Prayer works.
It’s a recurring theme throughout
the Bible, and it’s fairly simple.
If we go to God with humility, with
a repentant and worshipful heart,
He will listen—and He will act.
But when we think about praying for
our missionaries, we often get bogged
down with the ‘hows’ and the ‘whats’

KEEP IT SIMPLE
“When you pray, don’t babble
on and on as the Gentiles do.
They think their prayers are
answered merely by repeating
their words again and again.
Don’t be like them, for your
Father knows exactly what
you need even before you ask
him!" (Matthew 6:7-8 NLT)

 he reason for prayer
T
is not to impress others
with your use of words,
but to glorify Him.
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of prayer. Their lives are complex,
distant, challenging, and just plain
different than our own—how could I
possibly know what to say to God or
where to begin?

six ways

This graphic with tips and biblical
principles may help in those moments
when we feel stuck or when we feel
like we can’t even get started.

pray for
something huge

pray for
something small

"Pray in the Spirit at all times
and on every occasion. Stay alert
and be persistent in your prayers
for all believers everywhere."
(Ephesians 6:18 NLT)

"Don’t worry about anything;
instead, pray about everything.
Tell God what you need, and
thank him for all he has done."
(Philippians 4:6 NLT)

 ome starting points:
S
your missionary’s vision,
protection, funds, wellbeing, health, spiritual
life, family, community,
and country.

 ift up specific events,
L
missionary travel, their
relationships, day-to-day
functions, the meals they
eat, and their constant
peace and joy.

pray for
forgiveness
"Confess your sins to each
other and pray for each
other so that you may be
healed. The earnest prayer
of a righteous person has
great power and produces
wonderful results."
(James 5:16 NLT)

Ask God for your own
forgiveness and intercede
on behalf of your
missionary.

pray in
community
"For where two or three
gather together as my
followers I am there among
them.”
(Matthew 18:20 NLT)

 hare your missionary’s
S
needs with others—tell
a friend what you’re
focusing on in prayer for
your missionary, post on
social media, or share in
a small group.

pray using
a model
"And the Holy Spirit helps us in
our weakness. For example, we
don’t know what God wants us
to pray for. But the Holy Spirit
prays for us with groanings that
cannot be expressed in words."
(Romans 8:26 NLT)
R
 ead the Lord’s prayer
(Matthew 6:9-13) or one
of the Psalms and
substitute the names
or pronouns with your
missionary’s name.

1 2 3 4 5 6
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In every issue of The Call, we take time to pray for the people, projects,
and places that God has placed in WGM’s path. Use this Prayer Guide
for direction as you pray through the next six months, thanking God
for His blessings, and asking that His will be done in every nation.

JUNE
u
WGM’s Day of Prayer is June 10. Join us with

others around the world to pray specifically for
the ministries of WGM and those we work beside.

SUMMER/FALL
PRAYER GUIDE

u
Pray for guidance and wisdom over WGM as we

explore ways to work with non-U.S. citizens who
desire to do missions with us around the world.

u
Join the Luke 10:2 Challenge and set a reminder
to pray every morning at 10:02. Ask that God
will prepare and “send out workers into His
harvest field” (Luke 10:2 NIV).

u
Pray for encouragement, wisdom, and

boldness for those in leadership with WGM
around the world.

u
Ask for God’s protection and wisdom over

those living in sensitive areas around the world.

u
Ask for grace and focus as many missionaries

make transitions and attend courses this month
at WGM Headquarters.

PAPUA NEW GUINEA
Pray for the eight missionaries currently
with WGM in PNG in the areas of education
and medicine.

AUGUST
u
Pray for wisdom for the missionaries working
at the Texas/Mexico border so they will know
how to interact with those coming in from
around the world.

u
Ask the Holy Spirit to be present in the
WGM DAY OF PRAYER
Participate with us on June 10 as we pray
over WGM and for more workers. Follow
hour-by-hour prayer posts by liking us on
Facebook.

interactions between immigrants and WGM
missionaries. These interactions are often less
than 15 minutes in length.

u
Request those settled near the border will be
filled with the hope of life in Christ.

TEXAS/MEXICO
BORDER

WGM Family Retreat, June 18-20, that this will
be a time of rejuvenation and connection for
everyone attending.

WGM has 16
missionaries
working along
the Texas/Mexico
border. Pray for
them as they serve
those who come
into the U.S. from
all over the world.

u
World Refugee Day is June 20. Pray for those

around the world who have had to flee their
home to find refuge in unfamiliar places and for
those in ministries working with these refugees.

u
Lift up those attending IMPACT 19, a leadership
conference for ministry leaders in WGM, June
24-28. Pray the time will be beneficial in helping
participants develop their skills in leading, so
they are more effective in sharing the Gospel.

u
Pray for spiritual growth and connection for the

missionary kids attending MK Camp this month
in Indiana.

u
Remember the short-term teams doing work

around the world this summer, that God will
work in and through them and leave a lasting
impact on all involved with the teams.
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to provide physical, emotional, and spiritual
health and strength.

u
Ask for healing in Janet’s knee and eyes and for
wisdom in her role as a pastor’s wife and leader
of the mom’s group at her local church.

u
Give thanks for the way God used WGM

missionaries in the past to build the local
church in PNG.

u
Pray for families traveling to Indiana for the

JULY

u
Lift up the Porter family, that God will continue

OCTOBER
u
Pray for people around the world who have
been impacted by the work of WGM.

KENYA
Kenya is one of WGM’s largest fields with
47 missionaries serving in Christian outreach,
education, medicine, and agriculture.

SENSITIVE AREAS
There are currently 12 workers serving with
WGM in sensitive areas around the world.
Pray for endurance, wisdom, and safety.

NOVEMBER
u
Pray for the women leading small group
Bible studies, that God would speak
through them during their meetings.

u
Lift up the ministries at the border, including

Sparrow’s Nest, the Taylor Community Center,
and Taylor Christian School.

SEPTEMBER
u
Pray for the work being done by the missionaries
currently working in Papua New Guinea.

u
Ask for wisdom for the women writing the

studies that are then distributed to 2,000 people
in western Kenya.

u
Pray that God’s eternal hope will go deep into the
hearts of those who encounter Tabitha Ministry.

u
Give thanks for the ways God is using Tabitha

Ministry to meet the real needs of women and
families in Kenya.
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